March 30, 2011

REVELATION SIMPLIFIED
Chapters 8-11
Review:
1st Vision (Chapters 1-3) = Jesus stands among the churches; He knows what’s happening and is calling the churches to faithfulness with the promise of life to those who stand firm to the end.

2nd Vision (Chapters 4-7) = God is on His Throne, and Jesus is Worthy to open the 7 seals which reassure God’s people that God knows them and will protect them in their suffering.  

ACT 3: The Seven Trumpets – Revelation 8-11

     The Key to Understanding the Vision of the 7 Trumpets:
The Reason for the 7 Trumpets: The Prayers of the Saints – Revelation 8:3-5

The Purpose of the 7 Trumpets: To Move the Wicked to Repentance – Revelation 9:20-21

	Setting the Stage:
		½ Hour of Silence in Heaven = A Delaying of ‘Time of Crisis’
		The Angel with the Golden Censer = The Prayers of the Saints

	Scene 1: The Blowing of the First 6 Trumpets – Rev. 8-9
		Numbers 5 – 2 Silver Trumpets made to 
1. Call the Assembly to Gather before God
2. Warn of Impending Danger
		1st Trumpet – Destruction of 1/3 of Plant Life
			Hail & Fire Mixed with Blood
			1/3 of Earth Burned Up
			1/3 of Trees Burned Up
			All of the Grass
		2nd Trumpet – Destruction of 1/3 of the Sea
			Great Mountain Burning with Fire was thrown into the Sea
			1/3 of Sea became Blood
			1/3 of Sea Creatures Died
			1/3 of Ships Destroyed
		3rd Trumpet – Destruction of 1/3 of the Rivers
			Great Star Fell from Heaven, Blazing like a Torch on 1/3 of Rivers & Springs
			Name of the Star is Wormwood
			1/3 of waters became wormwood
			Many people died because the water became bitter
		

4th Trumpet – Destruction of 1/3 of the Universe  (See Isaiah 
			1/3 of the Sun’s light was darkened
			1/3 of the Moon’s light was darkened
			1/3 of the Star’s light was darkened
			1/3 of the Day darkened
			1/3 of the Night’s light darkened

	These Trumpet Warnings are reminiscent of the Plagues Moses brought against Egypt!

The Eagle announcing the three “woes” to come

		5th Trumpet – The Cloud of Locust from the Bottomless Pit
			A Star (he) was given the Key to the Bottomless Pit
			Smoke darkens the Sun and Air
			Locusts came out of the smoke
				Like Horses Prepared for Battle
				Gold Crowns on the Heads & Faces like Human Faces
				Hair like a Woman’s Hair & Teeth like Lions Teeth
				With Armor, Wings and Tails with a Scorpion Stinger
				Not to Harm the Grass, Green Plants, or Trees
				Only Torment People who DO NOT have the Seal of God
				Only Torment for 5 months but DO NOT kill.
			The Angel is the King of the Locusts
				Hebrew Name: Abaddon
				Greek Name: Apollyon
				Translation: Destroyer
		6th Trumpet – Destruction of 1/3 of Humanity
			Voice from the Horns of the Golden Altar
			Release the 4 Angels bound at the Euphrates
			4 Angels killed 1/3 of Mankind
			200,000,000 Mounted Troops
				Breastplates the color of fire, Safire, & sulfur
				Horses had heads like Lions
					Fire, Smoke, & Sulfur came out of their mouths
					These were the 3 plagues that killed 1/3 of mankind
				Horses had tails like snakes that wound



The Purpose of the Trumpets rejected: 
[bookmark: 21]The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and silver and bronze and stone and wood, which cannot see or hear or walk, nor did they repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts.  (Revelation 9:20-21

	Scene 2: The Vision of the Great Angel with the Little Book – Rev. 10
			Came down from Heaven, wrapped in a Cloud
			With a Rainbow over his head
			Face like the Sun, Legs like Pillars of Fire
			Right Foot on the Sea, Left Foot on the Land
			Called out with a loud voice, like a Lion
			The 7 Thunders Sounded
			John told to NOT write what the 7 Thunders had said
		Angel Swore by God, “There shall be no more delay!”
		John told to eat the Little Book
			It would be sweet as honey in your mouth	
			It would be bitter in your stomach
		John told to prophecy about many peoples, nations, languages, & kings
		
	Scene 3: The Vision of the Two Witnesses – Rev. 11
		John given a Measuring Rod and told to measure the Temple & Worshippers
			John did not measure the outer court (given over to the nations)
		Nations will trample the Holy City for 42 Months
		Authority will be given to God’s 2 Witnesses
			They will Prophecy for 1260 Days wearing Sackcloth
			The 2 Witness are:
				The 2 Olive Trees
				The 2 Lampstands
			If anyone attempts to harm them; fire pours from the Witness’ mouths
			Power to stop the rain (Elijah)
			Power to turn water to blood & bring plagues (Moses)
		When their Testimony is Finished
			The Beast that Rises from the Bottomless Pit will kill them
			Their bodies will lie in the street of that great city
				Symbolically called ‘Sodom’ and ‘Egypt’
					Where their Lord was crucified
			For 3 ½ days they are refused burial
			Instead a great celebration is held because the Witnesses are dead
		But after 3 ½ days the Breathe of God raised them from the dead
			Great fear came on those who saw them
			The Witnesses were caught up to Heaven
			Then a great Earthquake struck the city and 1/10 of the City fell
				7000 people were killed
				The Rest were terrified and gave glory to God
				
	Scene 4: The Blowing of the 7th Trumpet – Announcing that God has Conquered – Rev. 11

What is the Message of the Vision of the 7 Trumpets?
That God will warn the wicked through natural disasters, through the natural consequences of sin, and through war of their need to repent, yet they refuse.  So, God announces that the warnings are over, judgment is now.  God then reminds the church that even in the midst of their persecutions, they are victorious over their enemies.


