
Summer is fast approaching, so 

that means that its time to get 

ready for our Summer Bible 

Studies - Chik Chat & STUD-y!  

These have both been excellent 

times for the UYG to get      

together and look at what God’s 

Word has to say for their lives.  

We will be splitting up into girls’ 

and guys’ groups for these Bible 

Studies...Chik Chat for the girls, 

and STUD-y for the guys. 

With the rise of gas prices, and 

the UYG being so spread out all 

over the Denver metro area, 

we’re going to try having both 

Chik Chat & STUD-y at the 

church building this summer, 

instead of going to different  

people’s houses each week.  It 

seems that the church building is 

a pretty central place for every-

one, so hopefully by doing this 

and families working out some 

carpooling, we’ll be able to keep 

down the cost of driving to & 

from these Bible Studies. 

We will be needing people to 

sign up to bring snacks each 

week for Chik Chat & STUD-y, 

so take a look at the sign-up 

sheets and see which week you 

might be able to help out with 

that.  After the girls & guys finish 

up with their discussion & study 

times, we’ll all come together for 

snacks and then go somewhere 

for a hangout time like we’ve 

done in the past.  This will proba-

bly be at a local park, or possibly 

be an activity at the church build-

ing itself...it will vary each week.   

We are ex-

cited to an-

nounce that 

we have hired 

an Intern to 

work with the 

UYG this sum-

mer!   Ashley 

Stroup will be 

joining us on Sunday, May 29th 

and will be with us throughout 

the summer to help with the 

UYG classes, activities, and trips.  

Ashley is finishing up her Sopho-

more year at ACU and is from 

the Dallas area.  She says, “I am 

SO excited about being your 

intern for the summer!  I am both 

thrilled and humbled that God 

has provided me with this oppor-

tunity to come and serve in your 

youth group.  I cannot wait to 

meet and become friends with 

every single one of you. I know 

that God has such a great  sum-

mer in store for all of us.  I canôt 

wait to get to Colorado - Iôll be 

counting down the days!  See you 

soon- Ashley  
 

Find Ashley on facebook and let 

her know that you’re excited for 

her to be joining us this summer! 

Chik Chat & STUD-y 
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¶ Each Wednesday 

night this summer, 

the UYG will meet 

for dinner at 6:15 for 

some hangout time 

and prayer before 

class gets started at 

7:00.  Some of those 

weeks weõll even 

meet at a fastfood 

place for dinner be-

fore coming back to 

the building.  Join us!  

¶ Please give a special 

UYG welcome to our 

3 new 6th graders ñ

Colin Armour, Jade 

Clark, and Colton 

Gates! Weõre excited 

youõre in the UYG! 

UYG Parentsõ 

Newsletter 

Healthy Relationships will be the 

topic for both Chik Chat & STUD -y 

this summer!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Both Chik Chat & STUD-y will 

be continuing from the series 

we’ve been studying on Wednes-

day nights about “The Basics”.  

One of the basics of our faith is 

that we all need to have healthy 

relationships—with friends, fam-

ily, neighbors, the opposite sex, 

etc. So through these Bible Study 

times, we’ll be taking a look at 

what God’s Word says about all 

of those relationships.  Make 

plans to be at Chik Chat &  

STUD-y each week! 

           Summer Intern - 2011 
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 UYG Classes 

Extreme RETREAT 

This summer, all of our teens 

have the opportunity to spend 

an entire week focused on 

spending time in God’s Word 

and worshipping Him! A week 

at camp can be life-changing for 

any of our teens, and for almost 

all of them it is the week that 

they look forward to throughout 

the year! 

Our High School-

ers will attend 

Kadesh at ACU 

during the week 

of June 19th-25th.  

The theme for 

Kadesh this year 

is FREEDOM! 

This will be a 

powerful week 

for our teens 

to talk about 

the freedom 

that comes 

from a life serv-

ing God. It will be great to see 

how this lesson works its way 

into the lives of our teens.  This 

will be an amazing week like it 

always is! 

Our Middle Schoolers will be 

going to Camp Cornerstone on 

the campus of Oklahoma Chris-

tian during the week of June 

26th-July 1st.  

The theme for 

Cornerstone is 

“Everyday” and 

we’ll be talking 

about the im-

portance of 

living a LIFE for 

God everyday...not just on Sun-

days, Wednesdays, or when its 

convenient for us.  I’m excited to 

see how our Middle Schoolers 

respond to the challenges that 

these lessons will bring them. 

As these camps get closer, you’ll 

get information in the mail about 

our travel plans for each week. 

group to grow 

closer together 

by getting our 

adrenaline 

pumping!  This 

year, we’re going 

to add a 

“retreat” aspect to the week-

end and add in some Bible 

Study time, worship time, and 

look at what lessons we might 

For the last few years, the High 

School group has spent a 

weekend during the summer 

up in the Rocky Mountains 

enjoying the wonderful crea-

tion that God has made for us 

by doing things like hiking, 

rappelling, going to Hot 

Springs, and White Water 

Rafting.  They have each been 

great times for the High School 

learn from 

these 

“extreme” 

settings that 

we find our-

selves in.  

The retreat 

will be July 15th-16th and we’ll 

be going to Glenwood Springs 

to campout and enjoy that part 

of the Rocky Mountains! 

sometimes end up skipping over 

it. But we’re looking at them as 

things that we can not skip over! 

This summer, we’ll be having 

some great discussions in our 

classes, too.  On Sunday morn-

ings, we’ll be going through some 

lessons based on the importance 

of following God’s instructions.  

These lessons will be coming 

from Joshua, Judges, & Ruth. 

On Wednesday nights this sum-

mer, we’ll be going through a 

series of lessons about Spiritual 

Disciplines.  This will follow up 

our Spiritual Gifts & Basics 

classes in a great way! Each 

week we’ll have a different teen 

helping teach class about a dif-

ferent Spiritual Discipline, and 

we’ll also be looking for ways to 

practice these Spiritual Disci-

plines throughout the summer. 

I hope that your teens will make 

it a priority to be in class on 

Sundays & Wednesdays! 

We have had a great semester 

in the UYG, especially with our 

Wednesday Night Classes.  We 

spent some time going over 

Spiritual Gifts and talked about 

ways to use those gifts and our 

physical gifts together in ways 

to serve & glorify God.  And 

now we’re in the middle of our 

series on “The Basics”. We’ve 

been talking about things that 

most people consider basic to 

the Christian faith, and so they 

Camp! Kadesh & Camp Cornerstone 



Faces of the UYG 

Summer of Service 
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As we make plans for each summer, I 

always try to ask some of the teens 

what kind of activities they want to 

see on the calendar. In addition to the 

typical answers like “camp” and “all-

nighters”, I am always impressed with 

the number of teens who say they 

want to do more service projects. 

This summer, we plan to have almost 

one service 

opportunity 

EACH WEEK 

for the UYG!  

In May, we’ve 

got the Senior 

Work Day, 

some time to 

spend with Dry Bones, 

a chance to serve our 

Moms, and a special 

chance to support 

Rachel in the Cystic 

Fibrosis Walkathon! In 

June, we’ll be going to 

His Hands, which is a 

local Food Pantry,  

and we’ll serve in our 

church’s neighborhood by 

finding ways to help clean 

up the area a bit.  July will 

bring a couple more ser-

vice opportunities includ-

ing a day spent hanging 

out with the Elementary 

aged kids at 

church. 

In addition 

to these 

“special” 

projects, 

we’ll be 

encouraging 

our teens to come up to the 

building on certain Fridays to help 

with our own Food Pantry.  The 

pantry workers are putting to-

gether some special projects for 

the UYG to work on, and we’ll 

be looking for 2-3 teens to come 

up each Friday to help with the 

regular Pantry service that our 

RIGHT THEN; and find a place that 

could use our help in a teaching 

role of some sort. This year’s trip 

falls in the 1st part of the cycle. 

We will be going to the Crow In-

dian Reservation in Montana and 

working with the people there.  

This is an area that has been hit 

very hard by economic troubles, 

and because of that there are many 

single parent families, unemployed 

parents, poor living conditions, high 

The UYG has a really neat cycle set 

up for our Mission Trips each sum-

mer.  Instead of picking one place 

to go to every summer, we try to 

find a different focus of our trip 

each year.  That rotation is: find a 

place that needs our help because 

of something that has happened 

there recently; find a place that 

needs our help continually; follow 

the Holy Spirit and let Him lead us 

for a week to people that need us 

school dropouts, and just a general 

sense of hopelessness.  The work 

we’ll be doing will be some com-

munity clean-up, helping feed a 

large number of children, as well 

as working some with a Children’s 

Community Center.  Our trip will 

be the week of July 24th-30th. 

Please be praying for the 14 of us 

that will be a part of this team, as 

well as the people that we will be 

going to serve! 

Mission Trip 2011 - Crow Indian Reservation 

church provides each week. 

And we haven’t even men-

tioned our Mission Trip yet! 

Our teens’ summers are so 

busy, it is great to know that 

they want to make serving 

others a priority! 

 



Get Real & Live It! 

church family and to get the op-

portunity to be in the lives of 

your teens. Thank you! 

But its not just your teens that I 

feel blessed to be around.  I am 

constantly telling my other Youth 

Ministry friends how great our 

UYG Parents are because so 

many of you are volunteering in 

so many different ways. There are 

classes & conferences about how 

to get more volunteers in your 

Youth Ministry...and I don’t have 

to bother going to those because 

of the parents that are involved in 

the UYG! We have parents open-

ing up their homes for activities, 

coming on trips with us, helping 

Dear UYG Parent, 

Wow! The beginning of this sum-

mer means that Shiloh & I have 

completed 7 years of working 

with the UYG! We’ve seen 7 

classes graduate (actually 8, be-

cause my first day was Senior 

Sunday!) which has been close to 

50 teens, and we’ve seen close to 

45 teens come in to the UYG! 

This church has been a blessing to 

us in some hard times, and has 

helped us get through those. And 

its also been a great support for 

us as we’ve welcomed Addison 

into our family (and yours in 

some cases!). We truly feel 

blessed to be a part of this 

teach class, and just generally 

being in the lives of our UYG 

teens! I hope that you will 

find opportunities this sum-

mer to come to some of our 

activities, not just as a 

worker, but as an adult who 

wants to form relationships 

with our teens. There are 

countless studies that show 

that is one of the top needs 

of our teens today.  

And as I said, I consider it a 

great privilege to work along-

side you in the lives of your 

teens. I’ve got one of the 

best jobs ever! 

University  

Church of Christ  

Youth Group (The UYG)  

2000 S. Milwaukee  

Denver, CO  80210  

Pictures are worth how many words? 

www.universitychurchdenver.org  

josh5179@gmail.com 


